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DOCTRINAL. _ 

TO  MR.  WILBERFORCE. 

LETTER  NO.  4. 

CONCLUDED. 

If  your  answer  be  in  the  affirmative, 
then  you  must  acknowledge  that  a  petu- 
lent  power  has  been  exerted  by  the  Al 
mighty  to  blast  innocent  natures,  in  re 
vcnge  for  the  crimes  in  which  they  had 
no  share;  for  here  hereditary  propensity 
could  not  take  place.  If  your  answer  be 
ill  the  negative,  whence  came  these  ap¬ 
parent  evils  in  the  brute  creation?  If 
tiiey  were  originally  implanted  by  the 
linger  of  God,  is  not  such  a  constitution 
of  things  as  contrary  to  our  primary  no¬ 
tions  ot  divine  character,  as  the  permis¬ 
sion  of  moral  evil  in  the  moral  world? 
Since  characters  and  dispositions  so  coD' 
trary  to  our  ideas  of  rectitude  and  inno 
cence,  are  permitted  in  the  lower  ranks 
of  life,  by  an  absolute  law  of  their  na 
turcs,  why  may  not  that  peculiarly  sus¬ 
ceptible  and  versatile  creature,  man, 
Vyhosc  connexions  with  the  world  and  its 
objects  are  infinitely  more  ample  and  di 
versified,  become  incidentally  subject  to 
them  all,  without  the  imputation  of  that 
hereditary  depravity  which  jou  suspect 
lo  be  a  deviation  from  the  primary  plan? 
Why  may  we  not  allow  his  various  pro¬ 
pensities  to  be  with  him,  as  with  the  low¬ 
er  creation,  the  satellites  of  self-love,  the 
moral  depravity  ef  which  consists  in  the 
pc^versibn  of  ^£jires  innocent  in  them¬ 


selves,  in  the  criminal  choice  of  objects, 
or  undue  degrees  of  indulgence;  that  is, 
in  their  opposition  to  the  dictates  of  rea 
son,  or  of  an  express  command,  or  to 
those  laws  of  benevolence  which  are  so 
peculiarly  obligatory  upon  him,  as  a  ra¬ 
tional  and  social  being? 

jif  we  consider  the  subject  metaphysi¬ 
cally,  we  shall  be  presented  with  objec¬ 
tions  not  less  formidable. 

You  have  manifested,  it  is  true,  a  de¬ 
gree  of  contempt  for  metaphysics,  not 
uncommon  to  those  who  are  totally  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  science;  forgetting 
that  some  subjects  cannot  be  satisfactori¬ 
ly  treated  in  any  other  manner.  But  let 
it  be  remarked,  that  in  cases  where  the 
metaphysician  is  lost  in  his  abstractions, 
and  returns  from  his  arduous  pursuits 
dissatisfied  with  the  result,  yet  he  has  in 
general  acquired  an  accuracy  and  pre¬ 
cision  in  his  ideas,  with  which  they  are 
little  acquainted  who  have  never  applied 
themselves  to  the  study.  However,  un¬ 
der  this  head,  we  will  be  as  concise  as 
possible. 

We  may  first  observe  that  the  doctrine 
is  not  very  consistent  with  the  ideas  you 
entertain  of  mind. 

It  is  singular  that  the  doctrine  of  he¬ 
reditary  depravity  should  alone  be  enter¬ 
tained  by  those  who  arc  strenuous  advo¬ 
cates  for  the  spirituality  of  mind. — 
Should  the  materialist  adopt  the  system, 
he  might  claim  some  right  to  borrow  an 
argument  from  the  analogy  subsisting 
between  one  material  substance  and  an¬ 
other.  He  might  be  permitted  to  affix  a 
more  literal  signification  to  the  usual 
terms,  corruption  of  human  nature,  conta¬ 
gion  of  sin,  &c.  and  derive  illustration 
from  the  fermentative  quality  and  expan¬ 
sive  powers  of  leaven,  which  will  in  small 
quantities  diffuse  its  influence  over  a 
large  mass;  or  from  the  dairy,  when  he 
observes  how  small  a  portion  of  an  acrid 
juice,  is  'able  instanstaneously  to  change 
a  large  quantity  of  the  blandest  milk,  into 
an  hard  coagulated  substance.  His  only 
task  will  be  to  prove  that  the  cases  are 
perfectly  parallel ;  and  that  dispositions 
and  actions  are  inevitably  contagious  to 
the  mind,  independent  of  the  will.  But 
an  advocate  for  the  spirituality  of  the 
soul,  attentive  to  the  high  attributes  with 
which  he  clothes  this  spiritual  nature, 
should  be  particularly  cautious  before  he 
asserts  that  a  momentary  desire,  of  a  pe¬ 
culiar  nature,  excited  by  a  particular 
temptation,  can  be  infectious  to  klbdred 


minds,  while  they  were  in  an  inconscious 
state ;  and  that  this  disposition  being  in¬ 
finitely  divisible  as  matter,  has  been  dif¬ 
fused  over  infinitudes  of  minds  for  suc¬ 
cessive  generations. 

Advocates  for  the  spirituality  of  the 
human  mind,  are  not  agreed  concerning 
the  time  when  the  immortal  spirit  com¬ 
menced  its  intimate  union  with  the  corpo¬ 
real  frame.  The  question  admits  of  two 
hypotheses,  and  each  of  them  has  its 
partizans.  Some  imagine  that  the  corpo¬ 
real  frame  alone,  or  merely  animal  life, 
is  propagated  by  sexual  commerce  ;  and 
that  at  a  certain  period  of  vitality,  the 
spirit  of  man  is  infused  b^  a  divine  power 
into  the  animal  system,  in  a  manner  un¬ 
known  to  us,  but  according  to  some  im¬ 
mutable  law  of  his  own  appointment.-— 
Others  maiiitain  that  the  spiritual  nature 
of  man  is  contemporary  with  the  corpo¬ 
real,  and  that  the  germ  of  existence,  in 
its  earliest  state,  contains  the  two  prin¬ 
ciples  of  animal  and  spiritual  life. 

The  first  hypothesis  obviously  renders 
the  doctrine  of  hereditary  depravity  an 
impossibility.  For  the  mind  of  man,  the 
offending  part,  could  not  have  been  in  the 
loins  of  our  first  parents  when  they  com¬ 
mitted  the  offence,  and  therefore  .could 
not  have  been  contaminated  by  it.  The 
spirit  of  every  individual  proceeding  im¬ 
mediately  from  the  hands  of  his  Maker, 
must  be  as  pure,  as  refined,  and  as  free 
from  sin,  as  the  soul  of  Adam  on  the  day 
of  his  creation  : — for  the  idea  of  Adam's 
perfection,  in  nature  and  character,  be¬ 
fore  his  transgression,  is  alone  founded 
upon  his  proceeding  from  the  hand  of 
God;  and  the  doctrine  of  hereditary  de¬ 
pravity  is  alone  invented  to  explain  the 
manner  in  which  a  disposition  to  sin  could 
be  introduced  into  our  moral  natures  : — 
According  to  this  hypothesis,  therefore, 
the  genuine  doctrine  of  original  sin  must 
be  renounced.  For  whatever  polluttoa 
the  soul  may  contract  when  compelled  to 
inhabit  the  corporeal  frame,  this  must  sim¬ 
ply  be  an  infection,  not  hereditary  guilt. 
The  spiritual  part  of  man  not  being  de¬ 
scended  from  Adam,  has  no  other  refa- 
tioD  to  him  than  that  of  residing  in  an 
abode  which  he  had  provided  in  the.^rourae 
of  ordinary  generation  :  and  supposing 
this  to  be  so  insufferably  vile  as  to  polluht 
and  deprave  every  boui  that  enters,  thtt 
soul  cannot  be  charged  with  heteditaty 
guilt,  however  it  may  be  pitied  for  beihg 
constrained  to  occupy  so  improper  ad  nr^U- 
UIS* 
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The  other  hypothesis  is  not  without  it^ 
difficulties.  Since  **all  the  sons  of  Ad¬ 
am  are  by  the  fall,  under  the  wrath  and 
curse  of  God,  and  so  made  liable  to  the 
oainsof  hell  forever,’'  humanity  prompts 
iis  to  inquire  when  this  unfortunate  filia¬ 
tion  commences  ?  The  advocates  for  the 
propagation  of  our  spiritual  natures  to¬ 
gether  with  the  corporeal,  must  admit 
that  the  extent  of  both  sin  and  punish¬ 
ment,  is,  if  the  expression  be  permitted, 
infinitely  infinite.  The  circumstance  of 
being  born  into  the  world  is  merely  inci¬ 
dental.  As  the  soul  existed  coeval  with 
the  corporeal  germ,  it  was  a  responsible' 
sinner,  and  heir  of  eternal  misery,  long 
before  its  foetus  could  be  formed,  and 
must  remain  in  the  wretched  predicament,  | 
should  it  never  hare  possessed  a  foetus, 
or  should  this  never  have  arrived  at  its 
perfection  of  growth.  Thus  myriads  and 
myriads  of  miserable  embryos  that  never 
saw  the  light  of  the  sun,  will  as  infallibly 
be  plunged  into  the  flames  of  hell,  as  the 
most  abandoned  of  our  species ;  and 
every  germ  that  possesses  a  physical  pos- 
^slbility  of  existing  in  this  world,  shall 
without  doubt,  perish  everlastingly  in 
ihe  next ! ! ! 

Further,  the  abettors  of  this  system 
ought  to  form  precise  ideas  of  the  nature 
of  sin,  and  of  mental  depravity,  before 
they  impute  either  to  the  inconscious 
principle.  The  only  malady  of  mind 
consists  in  impaired  or  disordered  intel¬ 
lects,  depraved  desires,  and  perverse  will. 
The  former  is  by  universal  consent  pro¬ 
nounced  to  be  a  misfortune,  not  a  crime, 
because  the  mind  is  purely  and  involun¬ 
tarily  passive:  and  is  not  this  precisely  the 
case  with  the  primitive  temper  and  dis¬ 
position  with  which  we  are  generated  ?  j 
Allowing  the  definition  of  sin  to  be  “any  j 
want  of  conformity  unto,  or  transgres¬ 
sion  of  the  law  of  God,”  we  ought  to  be 
perfectly  clear  in  the  position,  that  this 
'rausgression  or  want  of  conformity  can 
be  committed  by  the  mind,  before  it  en- 
,ioys  any  knowledge  of  moral  obligation. 

.( f  we  should  deem  it  absurd  to  impute 
errors  in  judgement  to  makind,  before 
they  are  capable  oLreasoning,  how  can 
we  suppose  their  wills  to  be  depraved  be- 
■  lore  tlicy  had  a  will  ?  or  charge  them 
with  being  guilty  of  Adam's  sin,  either 
in  deed  or  t^v  acquiescence,  before  they 
had  power  to  act,  or  to  testify  consent? 

'fhe  utmost  that  can  possibly  be  as- 
r  to  the  human  mind,  is,  that  it  is 
so  formed  as  in  certain  circumstances  it 
v/ill  indicate  itself  prone  to  the  commis- 
sicn  of  evil.  But  such  a  conformation 
in  itself  has  no  more  culpability,  than 
fhc^calamitj  of  impaired  intellects.  Let 
file  natural  propensity  be  ever  so  strong, 
the  subject  may  be  as  innocent  of  guilt, 
as  the  embryo  of  a  tyger  Is  void  of  cru- 
r‘lty,  before  it  baf  acquired  the  instinc- 


innoxious  in  an  inert  state.  Nor  could 
the  inert  virus  of  sin,  supposing^it  to  ex¬ 
ist,  be  charged  with  demerit.  This  title 
must  be  suspended  until  it  shall  burst 
forth  into  actual  transgression. 

But  the  same  mind  is  formed ;  that  in 
certain  circumstances  it  shewsitself  prone 
to  good  also;  and  why  may  not  this  fact 
be  admitted  with  equal  propriety,  as  an 
evidence  of  the  universal  excellence  of 
our  natures?  Why  may  we  not  expatiate 
upon  all  the  good  observable  in  man, 
and  pronounce  him  perfect,  in  conse- : 
quence  of  his  approved  moral  qualities,  j 
as  legitimately  as  you  stigmatize  him  with 
the  character  of  universal  depravity, 
from  his  bad  ones  ?  Let  this  statement  > 
convince  you,  Sir,  that  the  singular  con  - 1 
formity  of  our  natures  cannot  be,  of  it¬ 
self,  an  indication  of  either  virtue  or 
vice;  that  it  is  equally  void  of  merit  or 
demerit,  claims  no  reward,  and  deserves 
no  punishment. 

Does  not  the  above  examination  fully 
prove,  that  the  doctrine  of  hereditary 
mental  depravity  considered  either  physi¬ 
cally  or  metaphysically,  is  an  absolute 
impossibility? 

\Ve  shall  now  briefly  shew,  that  it  is 
equally  inconsistent  with  some  other  theo¬ 
logical  tenets,  which  are  also  deemed 
sacred  by  its  supporters.  For  instance: 

If  hereditary  corruption  be  admitted, 
it  will  totally  destroy  all  the  subsequent 
temptations  of  Satan.  If  man  be  so  de¬ 
praved  that  he  can  neither  think  a  good 
thought,  nor  perform  a  good  action;  if 
his  very  best  deeds  are  only  splendid 
sins,  there  is  no  place  left  for  the  seduc¬ 
tions  of  the  evil  one.  His  whole  busi- 1 
ness  must  have  been  completed  by  the  | 
success  of  his  first  enterprizc.  He  and 
his  agents  would  be  idling  away  their 
time  in  employing  arts  of  seduction 
upon  those  who  are  already  prone  to  eve- 1 
ry  kind  of  iniquity;  or  endeavoring  to 
captivate  those  who  are  already  in  their 
chains. 

The  doctrine  of  original  depravity  op¬ 
poses  with  no  less  force,  that  of  the  true 
and  proper  incarnation  of  the  Spnof  God. 
If  it  be  true  that  our  natures  are  univer¬ 
sally  corrupt,  when  the  Godhead  became 
man  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ,  he 
must  have  taken  our  corrupt  nature  upon 
him;  that  is,  he  must  also  inevitably  have 
j  partaken  of  this  original  hereditary  de¬ 
pravity.  If  he  remained  untainted  with 
original  sin,  it  could  not  be  our  natures 
which  he  took  upon  himself.  Admitting  | 
that  the  union  of  the  Okinitv  with  hu¬ 
manity,  may  have  preserved  the  latter 
from  actual  transgression,  may  have 
checked  and  subdued  every  evil  propen¬ 
sity,  or  may  have  prevented  any  from  ris¬ 
ing,  yet  the  propensity  must  have  been 
radically  inherent  in  the  person  of  Jesus 
Christ,  as  much  as  in  ourselves.  The 


the  human,  as  it  actually  exists.  Christ 
Jesus,  therefore,  as  man,  however  per¬ 
fect  in  character  and  in  conduct,  yet  be¬ 
ing  a  child  of  Adam,  he  was,  equally 
with  those  he  came  to  save,  “liable  to  the 
wrath  of  God,  and  the  pains  of  hell  for¬ 
ever!”  The  pen  trembles  as  it  traces 
these  consequences;  but  they  inevitably 
flow  from  your  extravagaot  hypothesis! 
The  idea  might  be  enlarged  upon,  were 
not  the  subject  too  revolting. 

The  position  that  our  Saviour  was  born 
out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  generation, 
does  not  solve  the  difficulty,  unless  it  can 
be  proved  that  Adam’s  depravity  ran  in 
I  the  male  line  alone,  notwithstanding  that 
Eve  was  first  in  the  transgression.  Mary, 
the  mother  of  Jesus,  being  born  of  parents 
naturally  depraved,  must  have  partaken 
of  their  depravity,  and  this  must  have 
been  communicated  to  all  her  descend¬ 
ants,  whether  according  to  the  course  of 
ordinary  generation  or  not.  It  is  main¬ 
tained  by  our  opponents  universally,  that 
I  our  Saviour  was  of  the  seed  of  David, 
1  alone  in  consequence  of  his  having  been 
born  of  Mary;  but  as  you  apply  the  de¬ 
claration  of  David,  that  “he  was  born  in 
sin,  and  in  iniquity  did  his  mother  con¬ 
ceive  him,”  to  the  pollution  derived  from 
Adam,  Mary  must  also  have  partaken  of, 
and  communicated  its  dreadful  efiects  to 
her  son. 

Thus  it  apmars,  without  a  possibility 
of  evading  the  force  of  the  argument, 
that  if  the  doctrine  of  hereditary  de¬ 
pravity  be  true,  and  if  the  Son  of  God 
be  also  the  Son  of  Man,  being  descended 
from  Adam  in  the  female  line,  he  “sin¬ 
ned  in  him,  and  fell  with  him  in  his  first 
transgression.”  Yours,  &c. 

A  LAYMAN. 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

SHORT  SERMON,  No.  4. 

“//«  shall  not  fail  nor  be  diseottraged  till  he  hate  set 

judgment  in  the  earth,  and  the  isles  shall  wait  for 

his  laiOr"— Isaiah  zlii.  4. 

An  understanding  of  what  God  is,  and 
what  he  has  promised  the  race  of  man,  on 
whom  he  has  instamped  his  own  image,  is 
calculated  to  inspire  love  and  confidence 
towards  the  Autnorof  all  good;  and  fill 
the  soul  with  everlasting  love  and  sacred 

The  rich  gifts  of  his  grace  diffused  in 
the  pathway  of  man’s  pilgrimage  on  the 
earth  are  neither  few  nor  small.  But  far 
surpassing  all  his  temporal  favours,  is  the 
gift  of  his  Son  through  whom  **life  and 
immortality  were  brought  to  light.” — 
The  prophet  Isaiah  possessed,  as  he  com* 
municated,  most  exhilarating,  enlarged 
and  exalted  views  of  the  Divine  economy. 
Nothing  indited  by  man  can  equal  the 
sublime  and  ennobling  conception  which 
he  gives  when  moved  to  speak  of  the  glo¬ 
rious  personage  appointed  by  the  Father 
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The  words  of  the  text  were  spoken  taken  this  riew  of  the  ample  surety  of  1st.  That  Jesus  did  not  appear  in  this 
with  reference  to  Christ.  To  none  other  the  energy,  the  love,  and  benignity  which  world  to  appease  an  offended  Deity  by 
are  they  applicable — in  none  other  can  stand  confessed — recorded  for  our  in*  his  sufferings. 

they  be  fttifalled.  Inpursoing  this  subject,  struction  and  edification  in  the  sacred  Had  this  been  the  purpose  of  his  mis- 
1st  Several  reasons  will  be  ofiered  scriptures,  and  which  burst  forth  in  the  sion,  he  must  have  failed,  for  that  Being 
which  prove  that  the  Lord  Jesus  will  not  miracles  of  mercy  at  the  hand  of  him  who  who  is  over  all  worlds  and  beings,  knows 
fail  of  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  said  it  **was  his  meat  and  his  drink  to  no  variableness  nor  shadow  of  a  change. 
worX;  he  came  to  perform.  finish  the  work  for  which  the  Father  sent  ‘*He  is  of  one  mind  and  none  can  turn 

2dly.  The ^uT^oses  of  his  mission  will  him,”  let  us  pass  to  notice  the  purposes  him.”  The  thought  is  equally  over- 
be  considered;  and  of  his  mission,  in  the  accomplishment  of  wiielming  and  absurd,  that  Deity  has 

Sdly.  Some  reflections  will  be  indulged  which  he  will  not  fail.  ever  changedfrom  a  friend  to  anenemy[\l'] 

relative  to'  the  subject  of  discussion.  It  was  unmerited  love  which  provided  on  account  of  the  frail  act  of  Eden’s 

Stronger  proofs  apparently  cannot  be  the  Saviour  for  man,  and  dictated  the  de-  tenants;  and  since  then,  by  the  sacrifice  of 
given  than  those  which  are  furnished,  sign  of  his  ultimate  felicty.  And  shall  perfect  innocence  [!!]  he  has  changed 
of  the  success  of  his  mission.  paternal  love  weep  in  despair  because  foom  the  enemy  to  the  friend!  What  er* 

1st.  The  mere  declaration  of  Jehovah,  disappointment  was  unavoidable?  Shall  ror  can  be  greater?  what  heresy  can  be 
communicated  by  his  prophet,  it  should  any  thing  too  mighty  or  too  wise,  prove  worse  than  the  above  mentioned?  It  casts 
seem,  would  be  sufficient  to  convince  too  strong  for  the  power  and  wisdom  of  I  an  awful  blot  on  the  immaculate  charac- 
cvery  lover  of  truth,  that  the  Saviour  God?  He  doeth  his  will  in  the  armies  of  ter  of  God,  falsifies  his  word,  and  re- 
shall  be  victor'ious.  heaven  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  moves  the  only  solid  foundation  of  cur 

He  hath  said  that  so  certain  as  “the  earth.  Our  text  informs  us  that  Jesus  trust  in  the  Lord.  If  He  has  changed 
rain  and  the  snow  which  come  down  from  “shall  set  judgment  (justice^  in  the  earth)  once,  nay,  twice,  he  may  change  yet 
heaven  and  return  not  thither,  so  sure*  and  the  isles  shall  wait  for  (receive)  his  many  times  more, 
ly  shall  the  word  gone  out  of  his  mouth,  law.”  The  term is  used  in  differ*  Were  this  the  true  character  of  the 
not  return  unto  him  void,  but  shall  ac*  ent  senses  in  the  scriptures.  It  sometimes  Governor  of  all  worlds,  the  sayings  of  a 
complish  that  which  he  pleases  and  pros*  means  sentence  of  aJudge’^ — some*  certain  fanatic  in  this  citv,  (Troy)  might 
per  in  the  thing  where  unto  he  sent  it.—  times  **punishment  of  a  violator  of  the  be  alt  true,  viz:  “The  sinner  hated  God, 
Because  he  could  swear  by  none  gieater,  /aw;”  but  in  the  text  undoubtedly  it  sig*  and  God  hated  the  sinner;  and  the 
he  swore  by  himself,  and  tlie  word  went  nifies  the /aw, /irece/its,  and  the  whole  ^s*  more  the  sinner  became  acquainted 
forth  in  righteousness,  that  unto  him  every  tern  of  the  heavenly  doc/nne,  of  the  Re*  with  God,  the  more  he  would  hate 
knee  should  bow  and  every  tongue  should  deemer’s  kingdom.  In  a  preceding  verse  him”!!! 

swear,  saying,  in  the  Lord  have  I  right*  the  prophet  said  of  Jesus  **he  shall  bring  2dly.  We  will  speak  of  what  Christ 
eousness  and  strength.”  When  God  hiin  Judgment  unto  truth.^'  The  Saviour  must  accomplish  before  the  consumma* 
speaks,  let  every  mortal  ear  attend. —  when  making  use  of  this  language  spoke  tion  of  his  Mediatorial  reign. 

“Behold  my  servant  whom  I  uphold,  of  the  promise  of  the  Father,  saying,  “I  He  is  emphatically  “the  Lamb  of  God 
mine  elect  in  whom  my  soul  delighteth.  will  put  my  spirit  upon  him  and  he  shall  who  taketh  awav  the  sin  of  the  world.” 
lliave  put  my  spirit  upon  him.  /Te  shall  show  judgment  to  the  Gentiles,"  (Se'e  Matt  Sin  is  that  whicli  separates  between  man 
SOT  VAIL  nor  be  discouraged,  till  he  have  xii.  21,  22.)  In  a  subsequent  verse  he  and  his  Maker.  Sinners,  under  the  ad* 
set  judgment  in  the  earth.  adds,  “/ie  shall  send  forth  judgment  unto  ministration  of  Christ  are  to  be  convert* 

2dly.  There  cannot  exist  any  possibili*  victory;  and  in  his  name  shall  the  Gentiles  ed  to  God,  by  being  taught  “repentance 
ty  of  failure  or  discouragement  on  the  trust."  Hence,  it  appears — ‘^judgment  towards  God  and  foith  in  tlie  Lord  Je* 
part  of  the  Saviour,  because  infinite  wis-  set  in  the  earth— judgment  unto  truth —  aus.” 

dom  and  Almighty  love  are  pledged  to  aid  judgment  brought  to  the  Gentiles*— ^uc^*  In  this  way  the  works  of  darkness  are 
in  the  attainment  of  the  promised  triumph,  men/ unto  victory,  signifies  the  righteous  to  be  destroyed.  The  unreconciled  to  be 
The  truly  taught  of  the  Lord  said,  “it  reign,  or  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ:  there*  reconciled  to  God.  The  will  of  God 

pleased  God  that  in  Jesus  all  fulness  fore  it  was  said,  **/Ae  isles  shall  wait  for  must  be  done. 

should  dwell.”  The  inexhaustible  treas*  his  law."  Sdly.  We  indulge  in  some  reflections 

ures  of  wisdom  and  benevolence  stood  Perhaps  no  commentator  has  done  this  relative  to  our  subject, 
open  for  the  captain  of  man's  salvation;  language  of  Christ  and  of  prophecy  bet*  Contemplating  as  we  do  the  testimonies 

and,  possessing  all  fullness,  thera  could  ter  justice,  or  more  folly  apprehended  its  of  assurance  concerning  the  triumph  of 
be  no  lack  of  wi// or  a&t7//y  with  him.  true  meaning,  than  Dr.  Adam  Clark,  the  Redeemer,  it  seems  marvellous  in  our 
Sdly.  Jesus  showed  the  cer/atn/y  of  his  (See  in  Matt.  xii.  18.)  He  says,  “by  eyes  that  so  many  people,  reputed  for 
euccess  by  what  he  did  when  ministering  judgment  is  understood  tlie  gospel;  and  their  good  sense  in  every  thing  else, 
on  earth.  by  victory,  its  complete  triumph  over  should  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  will  re* 

No  evil  or  malady,  however  malignant,  Jewish  opposition  and  Gentile  impiety”;  alize  an  eternal  defeat;  a  defeat  which 
either  of  body  or  mind,  bade  defiance  to  and  adds,  “He  will  continue  by  these  baffles  the  eneigies  of  Omnipotent  love— 
his  power;  or  remained  when  he  said  mild  and  gentle  means  to  work,  till  the  a  defeat  which  would  implicate  the  wis- 
“depart.”  He,  who  bade  the  raging  whole  world  is  christianized  and  the  uni*  demand  power  of  the  Saviour,  Who  that 
waves  be  still — who  said  to  the  blind,  see  verse  is  filled  with  his  glory.”  reads  the  Bible  and  meditates  on  the  sub*' 

-»to  the  deaf,  hear — to  the  demoniac,  be  Thebeloved  John  sp^e  with  becoming  ject,  can  doubt  that  Jesus  shall  see  of  the 
dispossessed — to  the  sick  be  well,  and  to  assurance  when  he  declared,  “We  have  travail  of  his  soul  and  be  satisfied?”  Who 
the  sinful,  thy  sins  are  forgiven  thee,  was  seen  and  do  testify  that  the  Father  sent  but  an  adversary  could  be  satisfied  if  the 
obeyed  in  every  instance.  the  Sou  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world.”  Lord  should  /at/.  If  there  is  any  truth 

Bat  in  his  death  he  overcome;  in  his  It  is  then  an  undeniable  fact,  that  it  was  in  the  Bible,  it  is  certain  that  our  victo* 
resurrection  he  led  captivity  captive.—  the  purpose  of  the  Father  that  Jesus  rious  Lord  will  go  on  from  conquering  to 
The  mighty  conqueror  burst  the  prison  should  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  universal  conquest 

doors  of  death,  coming  forth  like  a  cap*  With  these  things  in  View,  we  can  say  He  did  net  come  to  alter  that  which  is 

tor,  r^oiciog  in  his  strength. — Having  with  confidence,  right,  but  to  rectify-^t  which  is  vrmgr 
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And  are  there  errors^  so  great  that  the  light 
and  majesty  of  truth  cannot  remove  them? 
Suu^  so  mali^ant,  that  the  means  of  re¬ 
formation  will  prove  inefficient?  Hearts 
so  hard,  that  the  potency  of  infinite  love 
cannot  penetrate  them?  Wills^  so  stub¬ 
born,  that  the  omnific  influences  of  di¬ 
vine  grace  cannot  make  them  yield?  And 
Sinners,  so  rebellious,  and  transgressors 
so  incorrigible,  that  judgments,  and  mer¬ 
cies,  which  humbled  aNebudchadnezzar 
—dispossessed  a  Mary  Magdalen;  and 
saved  a  Saul  of  Tarsus,  will  be  unavail¬ 
ing?  The  poet  Watts  has  said — 

though  jour  mightj  guilt  bejond 
The  wide  creation  swell ; 

^nd  hath  its  curs'd  foundations  laid, 

Low  as  the  depths  of  hell ; 

“See  here  an  endless  ocean  flows 
Of  never-failing  grace: 

Behold  a  dying  Saviour's  veins 
The  sacred  flood  increase. 

It  rises  high  and  drowns  the  hilli, 
lla^  neither  shore  nor  bound ; 

Now  if  we  search  to  find  our  sins, 

Our  tint  can  ne'er  be  found." 

No  ear  hath  heard,  no  heart  has  felt, 
nor  can  other  than  an  angel's  tongue  des¬ 
cribe  the  heavenly  rapture  when  all  fami¬ 
lies  and  nations  and  kindreds  of  the 
earth  shall  meet  to  form  one  grand  con¬ 
vention  to  celebrate  with  endless  peans, 
the  triumph  of  the  Lamb.  The  long  ex¬ 
pected  end  is  come.  That  event  which 
was  foreseen  when  cherubim  left  their 
seats  in  glory,  to  honour  with  their  songs 
the  advent  of  the  Saviour,  who  sang 
“Glory  to  God  in  the  highest.”  The 
glory  for  which  the  Saviour  hoped,  when 
on  the  earth,  is  fully  realized.  It  fills 
all  heaven.  Let  the  angels  suspend  their 
symphonies.  The  Son  delivers  up  the 
kingdom.  The  Mighty  Conqueror  re¬ 
signs  the  sceptre  and  the  crown,  saying, 
“Father  the  work  is  finished,  which  thou 
gavest  me  to  do.  There  is  no  enemy  in 
the  universe.  All  things  are  subdued  to 
my  government.  Thine  they  were;  and 
thou  didst  give  them  unto  me.  Ail  mine 
are  thine.  Hence-forward,  forever,  be 
thine  the  kingdom,  power  and  glory. — 
From  the  eternal  throne  the  Father  saith, 
“This  is  my  well  beloved  Son  in  whom  I 
am  well  pleased.’’  Let  every  creature 
heae  assemble,  that  was  ever  in  the 
heavens,  in  the  earth,  under  the  earth, 
and  in  the  sea;  and  with  one  voice,  and 
one  universal  joy,  say,  * 'blessing,  and 
honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  ^  unto 
Him,  wh»  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and 
unto  the  Lamb  forever  and  ever.”  W. 

Addison  says,  there  is  not  a  single  sci¬ 
ence,  or  any  branch  of  it,  that  might  not 
furnish  a  man  business  for  life,  tliougli  it 
were  much  longer  than  it  is. 


BVAVOBLZOAL  XlffAOAZINS 

~UTICA,  SATURDAY  NOV.  29,  1828. 


A  SOLEMN  APPEAL  TO  ALL  UNIVER- 
SALISTS. 

(cOlfTlNCSD.) 

A  wake,  awake,  put  on  thy  strength,  O  Zion! 

Brethren, — Should  the  orthodox  party  suc¬ 
ceed  in  their  ghostly  designs  of  establishing  and 
maintaining  “a  Christian  party  in  politics,"  on 
the  principles  of  Dr.  Ely,  and  an  inquisitorial 
tribunal;  depend  on  it,  you  will  be  the  first  vic¬ 
tims  to  their  rage — the  first  to  wear  the  manacles 
I  and  chains  that  they  are  n  ing;  as  you 

have  been  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  the  liberal 
part}  to  oppose  their  high  pretensions  and  un¬ 
godly  wiles.  Their  wrath  against  you  can  now 
hardly  be  restrained.  They  have  made  several 
desperate  efforts  to  deprive  Universalists  of  the 
right  to  testify  in  Courts  of  Justice — to  out-taw 
to  disfranchise  them !  And  that  moment  they  get 
the  power  in  their  hands  to  crush,  you  will  feel 
I  the  weight  of  their  vengeance  in  tenfold  hor¬ 
rors,  They  will  scatter  blight,  mildew,  fire¬ 
brands,  arrows  and  death,  around  the  fair  fabric 
of  your  liberties,  demolish  the  temple  of  }'our 
freedom,  deprive  you  of  your  dearest  rights,  and 
clothe  you  and  your  children,  in  sack-cloth  and 
ashes.  And  they  are  rapidly  hastening  to  the 
coDsummatioB  of  these  diabolical  purposes,  and 
will  inevitably  succeed,  unless  they  are  timely 
arrested  by  your  united,  firm,  vigorous  and  per¬ 
severing  efforts.  O,  how  important  then,  it  is, 
that  you  should  exert  yourselves  while  you  have 
the  means  in  your  power — that  you  should  awake 
to  view  these  things  in  their  proper  light,  before 
it  is  forever  too  late— that  you  should  be  “up  and 
doing,*' while  yon  can — ‘‘work  while  the  day” 
of  yonr  freedom  “lasts;  for  the  night"  of  dark¬ 
ness  (if  these  aspiring  sectaries  succeed)  will 
surely  come,  “when  no  man  can  work”  effectu- 
ally  to  oppose  the  unholy  pretentions  of  these 
modern  Jesuits, 

1.  Let  Universalists — all  who  are  such  in  re¬ 
ality,  who  in  the  honesty  of  their  hearts  believe 
the  doctrine  true — unite  themselves  with  Uni- 
versalist  societies,  where  such  societies  exist ; 
and  where  they  do  not,  let  them  associate  and 
form  themselves  into  societies.  Let  this  be  done 
in  every  place  where  it  is  practicable,  even 
though  there  be  but  few  to  unite  in  the  begin¬ 
ning.  The  numbers  will  afterwards  increase 
with  proper  management,  and  small  societies 
become  large  one.  There  is  scarcely  a  village 
or  town  throughout  this  and  the  adjacent  States, 
where  societies  might  not  be  formed,  with  proper 
exertions;  and  in  a  short  time  became  respect¬ 
able,  both  for  numbers  and  influence.  But, 
Brethren;  you  are  quite  too  negligent  and  dila¬ 
tory  in  these  things;  not  only  in  organizing  new 
societies  where  it  it  practicable,  but  in  uniting 
yourselves  wjtb  societies  of  your  own  faith,  that 
are  already  organized  in  th^  opigbborhood  where 


you  live.  It  is  a  fact  that  there  are  thousand^ 
of  Universalists  in  this  State,  (and  even  hundreds 
in  this  Village)  who  read  this  paper  and  believe 
the  doctrine  it  inculcates,  who  totally  neglect 
the  high  and  solemn  duty  of  uniting  theoDselves 
to  the  society  professing  the  sentiments  in  which 
they  believe.  We  say  high  and  solemn  doty, 

I  because,  brethren,  it  is  a  duty  which  you  owe  to 
'  God,  to  the  truth,  to  yourselves,  to  your  children, 
to  cooimunity,  and  to  the  sacred  cause  of  that 
liberty  which  you  profess  to  love,  and  that  free¬ 
dom  which  your  deadliest  enemies  arc  seeking 
to  wrest  from  you  and  destroy  forever.  Remem¬ 
ber  your  enemies  are  all  organized,  united, 
combined,  for  the  establishment  of  spiritual  tyr- 
ranny,  and  the  destruction  of  your  liberties, 
which  the  happy  constitution  of  our  country 
yet  guarantees  to  you,  but  which  your  enemies 
are  seeking  to  annihilate;  and  which,  according 
to  Mr.  Aikin,  of  this  place,  they  are  pretty  cer¬ 
tain  of  accomplishing,  at  least  in  fifleen  years. 
And  it  is  only  by  being  organized,  united,  and 
acting  together  in  concert,  as  one  body,  that 
you  can  act  efficiently,  successfully  oppose  the 
march  of  error  and  spiritual  domination,  and  es. 
tablish  the  cause  of  truth  and  liberty  on  a  per¬ 
manent  footiug.  While  scattered  abroad  as  in¬ 
dividuals;  without  union  of  strength  or  concert 
of  action,  you  are  comparatively  powerless,  and 
will  be  an  easy  prey  to  orthodox  rapacity :  indi¬ 
vidual  exertions  may  be  made,  but  they  will  be 
weak  and  inefficient,  compared  with  what  they 
might  be,  if  made  by  the  body  of  all,  upited  as 
one.  “United  we  stand;  divided  we  fall," is  a 
truth  if  ever  one  was  spoken,  and  peculiarly 
applicable  to  you  as  liberal  Christians,  and  be¬ 
lievers  in  the  doctrine  of  universal  grace.  Now 
then  is  the  time  for  you  to  act.  Now  is  the  time 
to  redeem  your  name  from  obloquy  and  disgrace, 
and  your  liberties  from  threatened  annihilation, 
Unite  yourselves  with  the  societies  which  exist 
where  you  live,  or  form  into  new  ones  where 
there  is  none.  Concentrate  your  strength  and 
unite  your  efforts  in  all  that  is  laudable  and  good 
for  the  maintainance  of  the  ‘‘faith  which  was 
once  delivered  to  the  saints."  Be  open,  bold, 
persevering  and  united  in  the  stand  you  take  in 
favor  of  truth,  and  in  oppsition  to  error,  hypoc¬ 
risy  and  spiritual  tyrranny,  and  you  have  nothing 
to  fear.  You  will  then  put  it  out  of  the  power 
of  your  enemies  to  harm  you,  or  establish  tbeic 
iniquitous  reigo  over  you  and  your  children. 

But  some  will  say,'  “Why,  to  be  sure,  I  am  a 
Unirersalist  in  sentiment — I  believe  in  the  final 
salvation  of  all  men;  but  my  parents,  or  my 
wife,  or  my  children,  are  opposed  to  the  doctrip* 
and  would  think  hard  of  me,  nay,  would  think 
and  call  me  extremely  wickedj  should  1  leave 
them  and  the  society  where  I  have  always  at¬ 
tended,  and  given  my  support,  and  go  and  join 
tho  Uoiversalist  Society:  therefore  I  feel  justified 
in  not  uniting  myself  to  the  Uoiversalist  Society 
at  present,"  But  to  such  we  would  solemnly 
appeal  and  ask.  Do  you  feel  satisfied  by  such  a 
course?  Does  it  appear  better  for  you  to  h® 
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hy  your  connexions  into  error,  than  it  would  for 
3*00  to  lead  them  from  error  into  (ruth?  Are  youi 
connexions  to  be  your  judges  in  matters  of  re¬ 
ligion  ?  Does  not  the  Saviour  tell  you  (if  neces¬ 
sity  requires  it)  to  for  sake  father  and  mother, 
and  brothers  and  sisters,  and  wife  and  children, 
fbr  his  sake?  And  yet  do  you  claim  to  be  his 
disciples  while  pursuing  such  a  course  as  you  do  ? 
llesides,  we  have  pointed  out  to  you  the  dangers 
that  are  thickly  gathering  around,  that  threaten 
destruction  to  your  country’s,  yonr  own,  and 
your  children's  liberty — and  in  view  of  these 
things,  will  you  still  remain  leagued  with  those 
who  are  engaged  in  the  works  of  darkness  and 
oppression,  and  refuse  to  unite  and  co-operate 
with  those  who,  yon  acknowledge,  are  engfaged 
in  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  truth,  and  reli¬ 
gious  liberty?  If  so,  you  deserve,  richly  deserve 
to  feel  the  the  galling  chains  that  we  so  earnest¬ 
ly  deprecate. 

Again,  It  i?  urged  by  some,  “I  am  engaged 
in  business,  (perhaps  professional,  mercantile,  or 
mechanical  business)  and  am  countenanced,  en¬ 
couraged  and  supported  in  my  business  by  many 
orthodox  people,  who  would  at  once  withdraw 
their  patronage  and  support  from  me,  were  1 
to  join  the  Universalist  Society  and  support  that 
principle,  although  I  believe  it  to  be  true.” — 
And  so  you  will  follow  on  in  the  orthodox  ranks, 
’pretending  to  believe  in  their  dogmas,  which  at 
heart  you  view  to  be  corrupt,  unscriptural,  and 
horrid,  and  show  a  total  indifference  and  uncon¬ 
cern  for  the  truth  and  the  friends  of  truth  I 
Such  people,  whoever  they  may  be,  we  say  are 
tptally  unworthy  the  name  either  of  Universal- 
ists  or  Orthodox  —they  are  traitors  to  the  former, 
and  hypocrites  among  the  latter,  and  of  course 
not  entitled  to  the  confidence  or  favor  of  either. 
Judas-like,  they  will  sell  their  Master  or  their 
Kberty  for  a  few  paltry  pieces  of  silver.  But  to 
remove  all  temptation  to  people  to  act  in  such 
an  unworthy  manner,  we  would  say  that  the  ap¬ 
prehensions  of  such  people  are  entirely  unfound¬ 
ed.  For  It  is  not  true  that  they  would  be  losers, 
on  the  whole,  by  an  honest  declaration  and  open 
support  of  what  they  believed  to  be  the  truth. 
All  honest  and  worthy  ortliodox  people — for  such 
we  believe  there  are, — would  respect  them 
equally  as  much  for  openly  supporting  what  they 
honestly  believed,  as  they  would  for  hypocriti¬ 
cally  pretending  to  what  they  do  not  believe ; 
and  Universalists  of  course  would  respect  them 
mvKh  more.  It  is  true  that  they  might  lose  the 
fViendship  and  patronage  of  a  few  long-visaged, 
sanctimonious,  high-toned  Pharisees:  But  where 
they  lost  the  friendship  of  one  such  patron,  they 
yrould  gain  ten  much  worthier  ones  in  bis  place. 
For  this  sentiment  is  so  generally  and  deeply 
rpoted  in  the  mind  of  mankind,  ”An  honest 
man's  the  noblest  work  of  God,”  that  he  who  is 
^ays  open,  frank  and  honest  in  all  his  profes- 
albns  and  practices,  will  and  must  command  gen¬ 
eral  respect,  even  from  those  who  differ  from 
Ijim  iq  sentiment.  W e  have  heard  several  gen¬ 


tlemen,  now  engaged  in  business  in  this  village, 
declare  that  some  of  their  orthodox  neighbors, 
when  they  ascertained  that  they  were  Uoiver- 
salists,  kindly  warned  them  not  to  let  their  senti¬ 
ments  be  knoion;  “for”  said  they,  “it  will  surely 
ruin  you  in  business,  if  it  is  known  that  you  are 
Universalists.”  Notwithstanding,  these  gentle- 
men  have  informed  us  that  their  business  was 
never  as  good  before,  as  it  has  been  since  they 
openly  avowed  their  honest  belief,  and  joined 
the  Universalist  Society.  The  truth  is,  people 
will  do  business  where  they  can  do  it  to  the  best 
advantage  and  be  best  accommodated,  without 
regard  to  the  religious  opinions  of  those  with 
whom  they  transact  it;  excepting  always  a  par¬ 
ticular  few  who  have  “pledged  themselves”  to 
support  the  “Pioneer  line,”  &c.  And  honesty 
ever  was,  and  ever  Will  be  respected,  while  this 
remains  a  free  country. 

But  even  if  it  were  not  so,  can  any  man  feel 
justified  in  acting  the  part  of  a  hypocrite?  Is  the 
paltry  trash,  a  few  dollars  and  cents,  worthy  to 
be  compared  with  that  high  and  noble  enjoyment 
flowing  from  a  conscience  void  of  offence  before 
God  and  man,  a  consciousness  of  having  done 
our  duty  in  endeavoring  to  stay  the  march  of 
error  and  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places, 
and  promoting  the  cause  of  truth  and  liberality 
in  our  land?  Does  Orthodoxy  raise  her  imposing 
head  and  threatening  voice?  Then  join  with 
your  brethren  who  are  struggling  to  defeat  her 
unhallowed  and  wicked  designs,  and  humble 
this  haughty,  would-be,  mistress  of  the  world. — 
Are  you  threatened  with  injury  in  business  if 
you  do  aught  to  oppose  the  claims  or  principles 
of  the  orthotlox?  Then  it  is  high  time  to  exert 
yourselves,  all  in  jour  power,  to  rid  yourselves 
and  community  of  this  danger  by  depriving  them 
of  the  ability  to  injure  you.  Is  the  doctrine  of 
equal  and  impartial  grace  unpopular?  then  let 
all  who  believe  in  it,  without  one  exception, 
join,  heart  and  hand  in  its  defence  and  support, 
in  order  to  render  it,  ivhat  you  desire  it  should 
be,  more  popular.  This  you  can  do  if  you 
choose:  for  Universalists  are  far  more  numerous 
than  is  generally  imagined.  And  were  all  who 
at  heart  believe  the  doctrine,  to  come  out  openly 
and  boKlIy  in  defence  of  it,  the  orthodox  would 
be  overwhelmed  with  astonishment,  at  seeing 
many  from  their  own  ranks,  and  even  members 
ef  their  own  churches,  on  the  side  of  Univer- 
salists.  We  do  not,  like  Dr.  Ely,  wish  men  to 
“become  hypocrites,”  in  order  to  be  of  our  par¬ 
ty;  we  wish  them  to  become  honest,  and  openly 
to  declare  themselves  what  they  really  are. — 
There  are  multitudes  of  old,  middle-rged,  and 
particularly,  young  men,  who  believe  in  the 
doctrine  of  final  universal  holiness  and  bappi 
ness,  who  if  they  would  unite  themselves  to- 
gether  in  society  and  act  for  the  truth,  according 
to  their  belief,  might  place  the  cause  of  liberal 
Christianity  and  of  Uoiversalism  in  particular, 
on  as  respectable  footing  as  any  other  order  of 
Christians  whatever.  ''Jiieake,  awake,  pat  on 


thy  strength,  0  Zion;  put  on  thy  beautiful  garments, 
0  Jerusalem,  the  Holy  City;  loose  thyself  from  the 
bands  of  thy  neck,  0  captive  daughter  of  Zion.  S. 

[To  be  continu^.] 

To  Correspondents. — We  intended  to  have  giv¬ 
en  “Jt/otAefes”  a  place  in  this  No.  but  could  not 
find  room.  He  shall  have  a  place  in  our  next. 
It  is  proper  to  remark  that  we  serve  our  corres¬ 
pondents  in  the  order  in  which  their  communica¬ 
tions  are  received. 

The  Christian  Telescope,  l.is  made  its  ap¬ 
pearance  in  its  enlarged  form,  (Royal  folio,  week¬ 
ly)  entitled  “Chrstian  Telescope  and  Thursday 
Evening  Gazette.”  Rev.  Mr.  Pickering,  the 
former  Editor,  has  taken  in  as  joint-Editor,  the 
Rev.  J.  Frieze,  former  Editor  of  the  (N.  C.) 
“Liberalist,”  who  is  now  settled  in  North  Provi¬ 
dence. 

The  Rev.  Russell  Streeter,  Senior  Editor  of  the 
(Boston)  “Trumpet  &  Universalist  Magazine,” 
has  resigned  his  station  as  Editor,  and  transferreii 
his  right  in  that  paper  to  Rev.  Thomas  Whitte- 
mnre,  the  Junior  Editor,  who  is  hereafter  to  be 
sole  Editor  and  Publisher. 

NOTICE. 

A  Conference  of  Universalist  Ministers  will 
be  holden  in  Utica,  on  Wednesday,  the  17tli  day 
of  December  next.  All  our  ministering  brethren, 
who  can  make  it  convenient,  are  respectfully  and 
affectionately  invited  to  attend. 

We  have  just  received,  by  the  politeness  of  a 
friend,  the  minutes  of  the  Chenango  Associalioii 
of  Universalists.  As  we  have  given  in  a  former 
No.  an  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  (hat  body, 
and  have  at  present  a  great  pressure  of  matter 
on  band  for  publication,  we  must  for  the  present 
dispense  with  giving  the  minutes  and  circular 
entire.  In  addition  to  what  has  already  appear¬ 
ed  in  cur  columns  from  them,  we  would  observe, 
that  five  Sermons  were  preached  on  the  occasion 
by  the  following  Brethren,  viz:  N.  Doolittle,  J. 
Potter, E.  Ferris,  S.  Jones,  and  N.  Stacy.  Four 
Delegates,  viz:  Brothers  S.  Adams  and  S.  Finch. 
Ministers,  and  Brothers  Samuel  Eells  and  Ira 
Hull,  Laymen-,  were  appointed  to  attend  the  State 
Convention  at  Utica,  on  the  3d  Wednesday  ami 
Thursday  in  .May  next,  and  the  Association  ad¬ 
journed  to  meet  at  South  New  Berlin,  on  the 
last  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  August  1S29. 

“You  will  certainly  go  to  hell,  and  be  eter¬ 
nally  damned,”  said  Mrs  L.  a  pious  Calvinist^ 
one  evening,  to  Br.  F,  who  was  advocating  in 
her  hearing  tlie  doctrine  of  the  final  salvation  of 
all  men.  “Why  so,  MrsL.?”  “Because  you  are 
a  Universali.st;  and  all  Universalists  must  go  to 
hell,  for  maintaining  the  heresy  that  God  will 
save  all  mankind.”  “My  dear  Madam,”  said 
Br.  F.  “suppose  I  shonld  believe  you  were  the 
best  woman  in  the  world — that  you  were  one  of 
the  kindest,  most  benevolent,  and  charitable 
women  that  I  evor  beheld;  and  shonld  report 
this  of  you  all  over  town,  and  should  in  fact  re¬ 
present  you  to  be  a  great  deal  better  than  you 
really  are,  while  I  really  believed  in  my  heart 
that  I  was  telliogtbe  truth — this  finally  reaches 
your  ear,  you  ascertain  that  I  liave  erred,  on 
the  side  of  charity,  respecting  your  character, 
and  have  represented  yon  to  yonr  neighbors 
much  better  than  you  are— wbat  punishment 
should  you  feel  disposed  to  inflict  on  me  for  this 
boneat  mistake?  How  long  should  you  be  willing 
to  see  me  roasting  in  the  fife,  for  such  an  error 
as  this?”  “Why,  to  be  sure,”  said  Mrs  L.  “I 
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shoald  not  tbiok  you  very  crimiDal,  or  deserving 
of  rnocb  panisbmeDt  for  sucb  a  mistake  as  that.” 
*^Well,  Mrs  L.  bow  long  do  you  think  God  will 
be  disposed  to  punish  Universalists  for  their  mis¬ 
take,  allowing  it  is  one,  in  representing  Him  to 
be  better  than  he  really  u  ?  for  if  they  err,  it  is 
certainly  on  the  tide  of  charity.  But  again,  I 
ask,  is  it  pouxblefor  us  to  conceive,  or  represent 
God  to  be  better  than  be  really  is  Mrs  L. 
was  silent. 


ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

Messrs.  Editors — As  there  are  so  ma¬ 
ny,  who  are  now  en^^aged  to  support  the 
doctrine  of  future  punishment,  either  end¬ 
less  or  limited,  and  only  build  it  upon 
the  old  heathen  fable,  of  the  immortality 
of  the  soul,  or  an  imaginary  conscious 
rational  man,  that  does  not  die  with  the 
body,  with  leave  1  shall  here  offer  a  few 
words  more  upon  this  particular  subject, 
and  then  dismiss  it. 

Paul  has  told  us  in  the  plainest  manner, 
that  God  onlv,  hath  immortality.  1  Tim. 
vi.  16.  And  in  every  place  of  scripture, 
where  we  find  the  word  immortal,  or  im¬ 
mortality,  it  evidently  means  the  divine 
nature,  or  eternal  life,  which  can  neither 
die  nor  suffer.  And  Paul  exhorted  the 
Romans  to  seek  for  immortality.  Rom  ii. 
7.  But  if  all  enjoy  it,  why  need  they 
seek  for  that  which  they  already  enjoy? 
And  again,  If  immortality,  eternal  life, 
which  can  neither  die  nor  suffer,  comes 
by  the  first  Adam,  it  nut  only  confutes 
the  idea  of  future  punishment,  but  wholly 
denies  the  need  of  Christ,  to  bestow  that . 
unspeakable  gift  of  eternal  life,  John  xviii. 
2,  which  is  but  deism. 

The  conscious  rational  man,  or  ration¬ 
ality,  wholly  originates  with  the  fleshly 
brains,  in  connection  with  the  nervous  sys¬ 
tem.  This  is  evident,  from  the  many  in¬ 
stances,  where  the  fleshly  'brains  are  so 
disordered,  that  the  conscious  rational 
man  is  no  more,  until  that  disorder  is  re¬ 
moved.  Rationality,  commences  in  the 
child,  increases  in  middle  age,  and  de¬ 
clines  in  old  age,  and  dies  with  the  body. 
And  there  are  some  instances,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  a  defect  in  the  fleshly  brains, 
that  a  complete  idiocy  continues  tlirough 
life;  whereby  they  live  and  die,  without 
ever  possessing  a  conscious  rational  man. 
'fhe  soul,  life,  or  breath,  (which  are  all 
expressed  by  the  Hebrew  noun,  Nephishy 
the  verb,  ruoih,  the  Greek  noun,  pneuma, 
or  Latin  which  signify  to  blow,  or 

breathe,)  separate  from  the  fleshly  brains, 
is  no  more  of  a  conscious  rational  man, 
than  the  wind  that  blows  in  the  forest 
The  soul,  or  life,  that  promotes  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  bodily  system,  is  as  much  de¬ 
pendent  upon  that  action,  for  its  own  sup¬ 


port,  as  the  bodily  system  is  upon  the 
soul,  or  life.  And  when  separated,  they 
are  both  gone,  Psa.  cxlvi.  4.  Eccl.  ix.  5, 
until  the  resurrection;  when  they  are  to 
be  raised,  to  die  no  more,  but  be  equal 
unto  the  angels.  Luke  xx.35,  S6. 

And  as  all  sin  proceeds  from  the  flesh¬ 
ly  desires,  Gal.  v.  17.  Jam.  i.  14,  15, 
when  the  body  is  dead,  man  is  freed  from 
sin,  Rom.  vi.  7.  And  to  suppose,  that 
God  will  continue  his  stripes  upon  his 
ofispring,  after  having  lost  their  ration¬ 
ality,  and  ceased  to  disobey  him,  is  charg¬ 
ing  God  with  that  which  an  earthly  pa¬ 
rent  would  blush  to  be  found  in  doing. 

And  because  death,  as  an  instrument 
in  the  hands  of  Christ,  puts  an  end  to 
sin,  will  any  ascribe,  their  blessing  and 
honor  unto  it,  as  their  saviour,  instead  of 
Christ ;  as  the  Hcv  then  have  worshipped 
the  sun,  instead  of  God,  who  blessed  them 
with  that  luminary.^ 

Thus,  from  plain  scripture,  undeni¬ 
able  facts,  and  common  sense,  the  idea, 
that  the  wicked,  or  the  natural  man,  is 
possessed  of  an  immortal  soul,  or  of 
something  that  does  not  die  with  the  body, 
and  is  to  receive  a  punishment  in  futuri¬ 
ty,  is  only  built  upon  the  sand,  or  an  old 
heathen  fable. 

And  such  as  do  not  believe  in  the  resti¬ 
tution  of  all  things,  or  that  man  will  be 
restored  to  his  recollection  of  the  past, 
when  raised  from  his  sleep,  I  Cor.  xv. 
51,  have  not  yet  arrived  to  the  stature  of 
a  perfect  man  in  Christ. 

We  will  now  turn  our  attention,  in  or¬ 
der  to  search  for  the  origin  of  this  heath¬ 
en  fable,  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul. 

1  call  it  a  heathen  fable,  because  there  is 
no  support  for  the  doctrine  in  Scripture. 
And  for  this  reason,  we  have  only  to  ex¬ 
amine  profane  history,  in  order  to  find  its 
origin.  And  from  this  source,  we  find 
the  fable  was  invented  by  one  of  the 
kings  of  Egypt,  for  a  sinister  purpose  ; 
or  to  encourage  his  soldiers  with  the  idea, 
that  if  they  fell  in  battle,  by  being  im¬ 
mortal,  (like  the  gods,}  the^  would  im¬ 
mediately  enter  the  Elysian  fields  of  hap¬ 
piness.  From  Egypt,  this  fable  soon 
found  its  way  into  Greece.  And  after 
this,  the  same  fable  was  embraced  by 
Mahomet;  and  for  the  same  sinister  pur¬ 
pose,  that  first  led  to  the  invention  of  it. 
And  what  multitudes,  that  call  tliem- 1 
selves  Christians,  arc  now  learning  the 
'  ways  of  the  heathen. 

And  we  find  from  Mosheim,  that  not 
I  far  from  the  beginning  of  the  third  cen¬ 
tury,  Ammonias  Saccus,  with  some  oth¬ 
ers,  of  the  Alexandrian  school  in  Egypt, 
held  forth,  that  the  Heathen,  Jewish,  and 
I  Christian  religion,  were  in  substance  the 
same.  The  flood  gate  of  error  being 
thus  opened,  the  old  heathen  fable,  of 
the  immortality  of  the  soul,  with  much 
of  the  old  Jewish  law  religiofi,  soon  found 


their  way  into  the  Church,  and  were 
all  blended  together.  And  from  that 
time  to  this,  much  the  greater  part  of 
what  has  been  preached  for  gospel,  has 
been  no  other  than  the  language  of  Babel, 
or  confusion.  Persecution,  or  the  fire, 
gibbet,  and  the  boring  of  tongues,  enter¬ 
ed  with  the  old  Jewish  law  religion.— 
Deut.  xiii.  5.  ‘Thou  shalt  surely  kill  him.’ 

And  from  the  best  historical  accounts 
we  have,  the  doctrine  of  future  punish¬ 
ment  was  brought  to  maturity,  by  the 
Emperor,  Pope,  and  patriarch  of  Con¬ 
stantinople;  who  then  heat  the  old  hea¬ 
then  Tartarus,  seven  times  hotter  than  it 
was  wont  to  be  beat,  for  a  burning  fiery 
furnace,  to  sentence  all  such  to,  as  should 
refuse  to  bow  to  their  image,  or  orthodoxy. 
And  which  was  then  done  from  the  same 
motive,  that  now  leads  preachers  amongst 
us,  to  proclaim  that  furnace,  which  they 
falsely  call  hell. 

As  I  have  mentioned  the  word  hell,  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  ofler  a  few  words  up¬ 
on  that,  to  show  that  the  scripture  hell,  is 
not  a  lake  of  fire,  or  place  of  punishment, 
in  a  future  state. 

The  word  hell,  is  an  Anglo-Saxon  word; 
and  only  means  to  conceal,  cover,  or  hide  ; 
and  is  synonymous  with  the  Hebrew  sheol, 
and  the  Greek  hades,  which  primarily 
mean  the  grave,  or  where  the  righteous  and 
the  wicked  boUi  go.  And  in  this  Scrip¬ 
ture  hell.  Job  prayed  that  the  Lord  would 
hide  him,  that  he  might  be  at  rest.  Job, 
xiv:13. 

The  word  Gehenna,  which  was  the 
name  of  a  valley  near  Jerusalem ;  and 
where  the  Jewish  •  council  stoned,  hung, 
and  burnt,  such  as  were  transgressors  of 
their  law;  and  which  word  occurs  twelve 
times  in  the  Greek  testament,  the  transla¬ 
tors  of  our  common  Bible,  have  translated 
it  hell,  in  every  place.  Particularly  see 
Matt.  V.  22.  xxiii.  33.  Mark  ix.  43.  But 
who  will  contend,  that  punishments  in  that 
valley  of  Gehenna,  and  inflicted  by  the 
Jewish  council,  ought  to  be  called  punish¬ 
ments  in  a  future  state  of  being? 

If  any  should  object,  that  the  fire  men¬ 
tioned,  Mark  ix.  43,  is  called  an  unquench¬ 
able  fire,  and  means  a  punishment  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  state,  let  them  turn  to  Jer.  vii.  20, 
and  there  learn,  that  the  beasts  of  the  field 
were  threatened  with  that  which  should 
bum,  and  not  be  quenched. 

But  as  the  word  hell,  signifies  to  con¬ 
ceal,  cover,  or  hide,  it  is  sometimes  used 
in  Scripture,  to  describe  the  state  of  the 
wicked  in  this  life;  but  is  never  once  used 
to  signisy  a  place  of  punishment  after 
death. 

The  Psalmist  said.  Thou  (Lord)  didst 
hide  thy  face,  and  I  was  troubled.  Psa.  xxx. 
7,  Tliis  trouble,  in  consequence  of  the 
Lord’s  hi^ng  his  face,  was  the  same,  M 
the.“pain8  ojf  hell  that  got  hold  upon  him,” 
as  mentioned  Psa.  cxvi.  3.  The  PstdnWt 
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also  said,  “The  wicked  shall  be  turned  in¬ 
to  hell,  and  all  the  nations  that  forget  God.” 
Psa.  ix.  17.  Thus,  the  Lord  hides  his 
face  frona  nations,  here  in  this  life,  as  well 
as  from  individuals  that  do  wickedly. — 
And  this  was  the  hell  that  the  rich  man, 
or  the  Jews,  went  intp,  when  the  Lord  kid 
his  face,  and  took  the  kingdom  from  them, 
and  gav«e  it  to  poor  Lazarus,  or  the  Gen¬ 
tiles.  Matt.  xxi.  43;  xxv.  46.  Luke  xv’i. 
19 — 23.  And  this  is  also  the  hell,  that 
the  mother  of  harlots  and  her  Protestant 
daughters  are  now  in;  having  no  rest  day 
nor  night.  Rev.  xiv.  8 — 11;  but  are  like 
the  troubled  sea, — whose  waters  cast  up 
mire  and  dirt.  Isa.  Ivii.  20. 

Thus  we  see,  that  “  Now  is  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  this  world;”  John  xii.  31.  And 
that  “The  righteous  shall  be  recompensed 
in  the  earth:  much  more  the  wicked  and  I 
the  sinner.”  Pro.  xi.  31. 

But  multitudes,  in  consequence  of  be¬ 
ing  so  bound  with  the  cords  of  love  to  the 
idols  of  Babylon,  appear  to  have  no  wish 
or  desire  to  leave  them,  in  order  to  enter 
the  search  to  find  and  embrace  the  truth, 
as  contained  in  the  Scriptures;  but  even 
wrest  the  Scriptures,  in  order  to  chase  con- 
^  ietlon  from  their  minds.  One  thing  in 
particular,  they  would  have  us  to  believe 
from  Eccl.  ix.  5,  where  Solomon  says, 
that  the  dead  know  not  any  thing,  that  he 
(lid  not  mean  as  he  said;  but  simply  meant 
that  tho  thoughts,  designs,  and  plans  of 
mankind  for  wealth  and  honor  in  this 
Avorld,  cease  at  death;  ^nd  of  course  that 
man  has  something  that  survives  the  body,  i 
to  receive  a  punishment  in  a  papal  hell ; 
which  is  in  contradiction  to  what  Solomon 
lias  laid  down.  Prov.  xi.  31,  as  well  as  the] 
l*salmist:  cxlvi.  4.  But  orthodoxy  must 
live,  although  at  the  expense  of  truth  ;  or 
by  drawing  inferences,  without  premises ; 
which  shows,  that  “prejudice  is  strong.” 

ELIHU. 
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BIBLE  PROOF  OF  UNIVERSAL 
SALVATION. 

tCONCLUDKO.) 

Prove  all  things^  hold  fast  that  vchich  is- 
good. — 1  Thess.  v.  21. 

But  to  return.  In  noticing  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  as  recorded 
in  the  passages  to  which  we  have  refer¬ 
red,  in  the  examination  of  him  as  our 
first  witness,  we  have  not  been  able  to 
discover,  in  so  much  as  one  instance,  the 
notoroious  word  i/',  nor  any  other  word 
whieh  implies  a  condition  in  relation  to 
the  final  destiny  of  mankind.  But  on 
the  contrary,  the  language  is  obviously 
einphatical  and  positive  :— /  loill — you 
shall,  &c.  ^‘Evtry  knee  shall  bow  j  tv- 
erg  tongue  shall  swear  ;  svrelt  shall 
sag,  In  the  JLard  have  J  righteousness  and 


strength.^*  “That  he  will  destroy  the 
face  of  the  covering  cast  over  all  peo- 
PEL,  and  the  veil  that  is  spread  over  all 
NATIONS : — he  will  swallow  up  death  in 
victory,  and  will  wipe  away  tears  from 
off  ALL  faces.”  And  that  the  word  that 
goeth  out  of  his  mouth  shall  not  return 
void  ;  but  shall  accomplish  that  which 
he  pleases,  and  shall  prosper  in  the  thing 
where  unto  he  sent  it.”  “Then,  says 
Isaiah,  the  eyes  of  the  blind  shall  be  o- 
pened  ;  the  ears  of  the  deaf  shall  be  un* 
stopt.  Then  shall  the  lame  roan  leap  as 
an  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb 
sing.  And  the  ransomed,  (who  Paul 
says  were  all)  shall  return  and  come  to 
Zion,  and  shall  obtain  joy,  &c ;  and 
sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away.” — 
Now  I  would  ask  the  candid  reader 
whether,  if  it  were  his  prerogative,  he 
could  endite  testimony  more  to  his  pur¬ 
pose  in  proof  of  any  fact  than  the  above 
IS  in  proof  of  the  sentiment  which  we 
maintain  ? 

The  prophet  Isaiah,  in  the  language 
which  we  have  noticed  in  the  commence¬ 
ment,  was  predicting  events  which  should 
take  place  under  the  mediatorial  reign  of 
the  prince  of  peace.  And  since  it  is  al¬ 
most  universally  admitted  that  he  wrote 
by  the  inspiration  of  God,  his  bold,  posi¬ 
tive,  and  emphatical  manner  of  expres¬ 
sion,  relative  to  the  universal  holiness  and 
happiness  of  mankind,  cannot  remain  a 
matter  of  surprise,  nor  be  in  the  least 
objectionable  to  those  who  prefer  the 
language  of  inspiration  to  those  numer¬ 
ous  aeeds  compiled  under  the  direction 
of  priests  and  synods.  But  when  we 
come  to  add  the  testimony  of  the  Apos¬ 
tles  Paul  and  Peter,  to  that  of  Isaiah,  the 
case  is  put  infinitely  beyond  the  power 
of  successful  contradiction :  i.  e.  the 
fact  that  they  also  wrote  by  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  be  admitted.  The 
testimony  of  the  two  last  noticed  witnes- 
‘  ses,  I  shall  forbear  to  rehearse,  as  it  may 
be  referred  to  as  it  stands,  in  the  passages 
introduced  in  their  examination. 

Now,  in  view  of  all  the  testimony 
which  has  been  adduced  upon  the  pres¬ 
ent  occasion  from  only  three  of  the  in¬ 
spired  penmen,  is  it  possible  to  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  any  portion  of  man¬ 
kind,  or  even  one  individual  of  the  hu¬ 
man  family,  will  be  sentenced,  by  the 
I  God  of  love,  to  a  miserable,  firery  and 
^  endless  hell,  to  writhe,  roast  and  linger, 
in  the  liquid  lava  thereof,  for  the  end¬ 
less  glory  and  satisfaction  of  that  devil, 
who  is  said  to  be  the  adversary  of  God 
and  man  ?  No  :  and  even  if  we  could 
thus  believe,  we  ronst  see  that  it  is  im¬ 
possible  for  Christ  to  fulfill  the  will  of  his 
Father,  and  effect  that  for  which  he  was 
sent  into  the  world,  viz  :  to  “  destroy 
the  works  of  the  devil,”  and  “the  devil” 
also  ;  and  yetj  the  devil  and  his  wqtks** 


li? 

which  are,  sin  and  ungodliness — remain 
in  opposition  to  God,  as  long  as  God  ex¬ 
ists  ! 

The  mystery  according  to  the  will  of 
God,  and  according  to  his  good  pleas¬ 
ure  which  he  hath  purposed  in  himself,” 
is,  that  **  all  things,  both  which  are  in 
heaven  and  on  the  earth,”  should  be 
“gathered  together  in  Christ,”  and  he 
that  is  in  Christ  is  a  new  creatnre.”-— 
Now  if  God  is  true,  and  the  Apostle  was 
directed  by  his  spirit  to  write  the  above, 

I  can  see  no  possible  way  of  supporting 
the  cause  of  an  iqjinite  devil  and  an  end¬ 
less  hell.  But.  Paul  says,  God  will  have 
all  men  to  be  saved  and  come  unto  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth.  Orthodoxy  says, 
that  the  devil  will  have  very  near  all  to 
be  endlessly  damned,  and  never  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  Now  the 
grand  question  is,  which  of  the  two  shall 
we  believe  ?  Both  cannot  speak  the 
truth — one  of  these  assertions  must  inev¬ 
itably  be  false.  Then  “let  God  be  true, 
and  every  man  a  liar,”  who  contradicts 
him.  But  again  ;  Peter,  speaking  of 
Christ,  says,  “  Whom  the  heavens  roust 
receive  until  the  times  of  the  restitution  of 
all  things,  which  God  hath  spoken  by  the 
mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets  since  the 
world  began.  ” 

The  Apostle  most  have  been  profoundly 
ignorant  concerning  the  supremacy  of  the 
devil,  the  infinite  nature  of  sin  and  of  an 
endless  hell.  (Perhaps  he  had  never 
studied  theology  according  to  the  present 
popular  system,  nor  learned  that  the  end¬ 
less  and  unspeakable  torments  of  mill¬ 
ions  of  rational  beings  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  enhance  &e  glory  of  God, 
and  add  an  increase  of  pleasure  to  the 
saints  in  glory!  )  But  be  that  as  it  may, 
he  had  evidently  learned  from  Christ,  as 
well  as  from  “  all  the  holy  prophets,”  that 
there  was  to  be  a  restitution  of  all  things ; 
and  of  course  none  can  be  endlessly  held 
in  captivity  to  sin  and  death. 

In  summing  up  the  testimony  of  these 
three,  I  have  been  veiy  brief.  Much  more 
might  have  been  said ;  but  it  appears  to 
me  that  in  the  mouth  of  three  witnesses, 
one  of  which  testifies  that  all  flesh  shall 
set  the  salvation  of  God  together — the  2d, 
that  God  will  have  all  men  to  be  saved  and 
come  unto  the  knowledge  of  the  trut)^— 
and  the  3d,  That  the  heavens  must  re¬ 
ceive  Christ  until  the  times  of  the  restitu¬ 
tion  of  all  things,  and  also  that  this  has 
been  spoken  by  all  the  holy  prophets  since 
the  world  began — “every  word  has  been 
established;”  and  more  would  be  super¬ 
fluous.  I  shall  therefore  conclude  these 
remarks  by  humbly  soliciting  the  reader — 
let  his  pre-cimoeived  opinions,  be  what 
they  may— to  take  his  Bible,  dismiss  his 
prejudice,  entreating  that  God,  who  giv- 
eth  wisdom  liberally  to  all  who  ask  in  sin¬ 
cerity,  to  lead  him  into  all  trbth,  and  alw 
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to  prepare  him  to  receive  the  truth;  and  | 
the  victory  is  won.  lie  will  then  view 
his  God  as  the  universal  parent,  friend,! 
and  benefactor  of  all  mankind,  lie  will 
then,  by  a  candid  and  prayerful  attention 
to  the  volume  of  inspiration,  cease  to  be¬ 
lieve  in 

*‘God3  partial,  changeful,  passionate,  unjust, 

Whose  attributes  are  rage,  revengo  and  lust ; 
and  will  be  fully  convinced  that  the  Su¬ 
preme  Being  governs  and  orders  all  things 
fur  the  ultimate  and  best  good  of  the 
whole  Creation — and  that  he  will  at  last 
bring  all  mankind  to  glorify  and  enjoy 
him  forever — which  may  God  grant, 
through  Jesus  Christ,  the  Saviour  of  the 
World.  J.  C. 

Thank^gi'dng  Day. — Governor  Pitcher,  has 
appointed  Tliursday  next,  (December  4th.)  as  a 
alay  of  Thanksgiving  and  Praise  throughout  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  recommended  to  the 
several  religious  societies,  to  assemble  on  that 
day  at  their  respective  places  of  worship  and  pay 
their  vow*  and  thanks  to  the  Most  High,  for  his 
manifold  blessings. 

lirrBeligious  service  will  be  attended  on  that 
day,  at  the  Court  House  in  this  Village — to  com¬ 
mence  at  1 1  o’clock,  A.  M. 

NOTICE. — The  Rev.  S.  R.  Smith,  of  Clinton, 
is  expected  to  preach  in  the  Court  House,  in  this 
Village,  on  the  1st  Sabbath  in  December,  (a  week 
tiom  to>morrow)  and  the  Senior  Editor  of  this 
paper,  in  Clinton,  same  day. 

THE  “ANTI-UNIVERSALIST.” 

It  ia  probably  known  to  many  of  our  readers 
that  an  orthodox  paper  of  the  above  title  has  been 
published  two  or  three  years  in  Providence;  R.  I. 
.<*11  is  the  common  sewer  of  Orthodox  filth,  vul> 
garity  and  slander;  and  is  too  foul  a  thing  to  be 
often  noticed  by  any  respectable  paper  or  person 
in  the  Union.  But  that  our  readers  may  nave  a 
specimen  of  orthodox  composition  with  which  it 
IS  filled,  we  give  them  the  following  from  its  chaste 
columns. 

‘*A  disciple  of  Bacchus,  not  long  since, 
took  it  into  his  head,  that  he  would  go  to 
an  evening  meeting  at  “the  hell-fire  in¬ 
surance  oifice.'’  He  went,  well  steamed 
with  whiskey,  and  took  his  seat  directly 
in  front  of  the  preacher,  and  very  near 
the  pulpit.  He  had  not  long  heard,  be¬ 
fore  he  exclaimed,  “that’s ad,  d,d,  d — d 
lie.”  The  preacher  paused  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  and  again  proceeded  for  some  time, 
without  being  disturbed;  when  the  whis¬ 
key  disciple,  hearing  sometliing  he  did 
not  approve  of,  exclaimed  in  a  loude, 
tune,  “that’s  another  d,  d,d,d — d  lie.” 
The  preacher  paused  and  refused  to  pro¬ 
ceed.  At  this  moment  Deacon  B - , 

arose  and  taking  hold  of  the  poor  sot,  vo¬ 
ciferated,  “Come,  you  drunken  dog,  you 
must  get  out  of  this.”  Knowing  the 

Deacon,  he  replied,  “You  Deacon  B - , 

you  Universalist  Deacon?  Well,  if,  if,  if, 
yourd,  d,  d,  doctrine  be  true,  I  can  d,  d, 
d,  drink  as  much  whiskey  as  I’m  a  mind 
to,  and  go  to  ha,  ha,  ha,  heaven  as  well 
a«you.”  No  reply  was  made;  but  he 
was  hurried  out,  and  I  need  not  tell  you. 


that  their  confusion  was  great,  at  being 
thrown  into  such  a  dilemma,  and  at  such 
a  time,  by  a  drunkard.  Could  a  Univer¬ 
salist  make  a  reply.’” 

On  this  luxurious  morsel  of  Orthodoxy,  the 
Editor  of  the  Trumpet  remarks: — 

The  poor  hypocrite  who  wrote  this, 
knew  nothing  what  he  was  about  He 
endeavored  to  cast  his  poison  upon  the 
Universalist;  but  it  has  fallen  into  his 
own  bosom.  It  seems  this  drunkard  went 
into  a  Universalist  meeting-house,  or  ‘the 
hell-fire  insurance  office,’’  to  use  the  loio 
orthodox  phrase.  Was  this  drun^-ard  an 
Universalist'/  No.  He  was  orthodox  ;  he 
said,  with  an  oath,  that  the  doctrine  of 
the  Universalist  was  a  lie.  This  he  re- 
repeated.  The  congregation  wished  to  i 
rid  themselves  of  such  conversation  and  i 
company,  when  the  orthodox  drunkard ! 
cried  out  ‘‘i/"  your  doctrine  be  true,  I  can  j 
drink  as  much  whiskey  as  I  am  a  mind 
to,  and  go  to  heaven  as  well  as  you.’’ — 
All  orthodox  people,  drunk  or  sober,  talk  j 
in  this  manner  about  Universalisra.  So  i 
far  as  ourselves  are  concerned,  we  will  i 
thank  our  opponents  to  keep  their  drunk¬ 
ards,  profanity,  and  whiskey,  to  them¬ 
selves  ;  and  if  they  will  not  observe  truth, 
we  beseech  them  to  observe  decency. 

Begging  pardon  of  our  readers  for  in¬ 
troducing  this  filthy  paragraph,  we  bring 
the  subject  to  a  close.  We  most  deeply 
lament  there  is  a  man  living  who  can  de¬ 
scend  to  such  vileness  to  oppose  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Universal  Grace. 

MARRIED, 

In  this  Village,  on  the  17th  inst.  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Skinner,  Mr.  John  Wood  to 
Miss  Ann  Tuttleo,  both  recently  from 
England. 

On  the  22d  inst  by  the  same,  Mr. 
James  Harrison,  of  the  York  Mills,  to 
Miss  Alace  Rebecca  Curtiss,  of  this  Vil¬ 
lage^ _ . 

BOOKS, 

For  sale  by  D.  Skinner,  Utica. 

PETTIT  PIERRE  ON  DIVINE  Prick. 
GnoJoess,  full  bound,  fiO 

Do.  in  half  binding,  .  •  50 

Canfield’s  Review  of  Ten  Letter,,  writ¬ 
ten  by  Rev.  J.  Hawes, containing  rea¬ 
sons  fur  not  believing  in  the  doctrine 
of  Universal  Salvation.  To  which  are 
added  13  Friendly  Letters  to  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  ministry.  By  Russel 
Canfield,  editor  of  the  Religious  In¬ 
quirer,  87 

Hudson’s  Letters  to  Ballou,  in  vindica¬ 
tion  of  Future  Punishtneot,  -  ^1,00 

Balfour’s  Essays,  -  .  -  -  1,  25 

Evangelical  Repositor}’ ;  (in  which  are 
contained  Dr.  Priestley’s  ‘  Sermons 
an  the  evidences  of  the  Christian  Re~ 
ligion')  edited  by  L.  Willis ;  bound  in 
paper  covers,  ....  87 

Plain  RestitutioaisI,  by  E.  Ferris.  .  75  ^ 

Balfour’s  2d  Inquiry,  -  .  1,  00, 

Sermons,  Pamphlets,  &c.  by  Ilosea  Ballou, 

T.  Fisk,  S.  R,  Smith  and  others. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 
THE  PROMISE. 

Behold  the  glorious  morn  arises. 

In  full  efiulgence  beaming  bright; 

The  gem  it  brings — above  all  prizes — 

Is  the  Gospel’s  brilliant  light. 

The  holy  prophets  long  foretold  it. 

And  Christ  himself  foresaw  the  day; 

Let  all  mankind  with  joy  behold  it, 

For  this,  did  ancient  prophets  pray. 

In  sin  and  darkness  man  was  straying, 

Till  the  Gospel  day  appeared ; 

All  his  doubts  and  fears  allaying. 

Life  and  light  the  wand’rer  cheered. 

Then  because  there  was  no  greater, 

By  himself  Jehovah  swore, 

That  in  Abra’m’s  seed,  c>!  nations 
Should  bo  blessed  forever  more. 

Christ  is  here  the  promis’d  Saviour; 

With  his  mercies  and  his  rod, 

Tho’  vile  and  sinful  man’s  behaviour, 

HE  shall  bring  him  back  to  God. 

Cleans’d  from  all  their  sins  and  follies, 

Fill’d  with  Jesus’  boundless  love, 

A  ransom’d  world  shall  praise  him  always. 
In  God’s  Paradise  above,  Rilet 

AUTUMN. 

BY  N.  A.  HAVER. 

I  lore  the  dews  of  night, 

I  love  tho  bowling  wind, 

I  love  to  hear  the  tempest  sweep 
O’er  the  billows  of  the  deep ! 

For  nature’s  saddest  scenes  delight 
The  melancholy  mind. 

Autumn  !  I  love  thy  bower, 

With  faded  garlands  drest; 

How  sweet,  alone  to  linger  there 
When  tempests  ride  the  midnight  air. 

To  snatch  from  mirth  a  fleeting  hour, 

The  sabbath  of  the  breast. 

Autumn  !  I  love  thee  well ; 

Though  bleak  thy  breezes  blow '. 

I  lore  to  see  tlie  vapours  rise. 

And  clouds  roll  wildly  round  the  skies, 
Where  from  the  plain  the  mountains  swelj. 
And  foaming  torrents  flew. 

Autumn  !  thy  fading  flowers 
Droop  but  to  bloom  again ; 

So  man,  though  doom’d  to  grieve  awhile, 
To  hang  on  fortune’s  fickle  smile, 

Shall  glow  in  heaven  with  nobler  powBcs. 
Nor  sigh  for  peace,  in  vain. 

I  The  merchanta  of  Lee,  (Mass.)  have  agreed 
not  to  sell  spirituous  liquors  from  the  15th  Npv. 
next^  to  the  15tb  of  May  folibwing,  when  they 
are  to  inal($  report. 


